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offered him. The conquest of Palestine would have been-an

historic feat of arms. We pressed him to take it, but he would
not. He was afraid of old Robertson. All the same, I think
Smuts was wrong, and that he could have held his own with
'Wullie.* We told him, ' Come direct to us and we will see
you through.' Smuts said,' No ! I don't believe you could !' "
General Wilson gave me an interesting account of Foch,
He said, "Foch possesses qualities which are not possessed by
any other soldier I have ever met. Of course he is well versed
in the art of war. He has been well trained and has read widely.
He has devoted himself exclusively to his profession. He has
had no other interests. But beyond that he has an uncanny
instinct as to the right thing to be done. He cannot always
give you reasons, I think he reasons up to a point and then takes
a leap to the conclusion. He jumps over hills and valleys, but
he always lands in the right place. I remember that two years
ago this month we all met together, five of us, British and
French, including Foch and myself. The position was very
serious. Foch wanted to do a certain thing. We all opposed him.
His proposals involved the lives of thousands of British troops,
so we had a great responsibility. He heard what we had to say,
but declined to alter his opinion. He proved right. We were
wrong. That is typical of the man. He is the most courageous
man I have ever met, and the greatest fighter. He is never
done, and you never know when he will spring up at you
again."
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